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NOVITIATE: A man enters the Society of Jesus as a novice. Novices spend two years living the life of the vows in community, learning the traditions of the Church and the Society, making the
30-day Spiritual Exercises retreat, and engaging in ministries that include service to the poor.
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FIRST STUDIES: After the novitiate, Jesuits move on to a three-year period of graduate coursework in philosophy and theology called
first studies.
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REGENCY: Upon completing first studies, Jesuits move to regency, in which the Jesuit works full-time for two or
three years in a Jesuit apostolate and lives in an apostolic community.

*BROTHERS IN FORMATION: Brothers undergo a slightly different yet equally rigorous formation than that of
their scholastic counterparts.
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THEOLOGY: Following
regency, Jesuit
scholastics begin an
intensive three-year
study of theology.
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ORDINATION: After
theology, those Jesuits
who are called to

the priesthood are
ordained.
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SPECIAL STUDIES: As part of his ongoing formation, a Jesuit may pursue advanced studies in a particular academic or 4/

professional field. /f/g\\\ USA M]dwest

TERTIANSHIP: A Jesuit completes his formation of prayer, guidance, and studies with tertianship, a period of preparation P .
for final vows in the Society of Jesus. rovince
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“I think St. Ignatius would appreciate that we meet people where
they are—in their educational journey, in life, in the workplace.
It often feels to me like we are collaborating with the Holy Spirit

in miraculous work that empowers students to develop their
God-given potential to succeed in whatever path they choose.”

— ANDREW STITH
PRESIDENT, CRISTO REY JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL MILWAUKEE

The first Jesuit secondary school was established in Messina, Sicily, in 1548.
Saint Ignatius went on to approve the establishment of nearly 40 schools during the last 10 years
of his life—including the Roman College (today's Pontifical Gregorian University).
The Society offered free education at a time when only the very wealthy could afford it.

When the first Cristo Rey Jesuit High School opened in Chicago in 1996,
Catholic educators across the country and prominent philanthropists committed to educational reform
took notice. From these seeds emerged the Cristo Rey Network, which today comprises 37 schools
nationwide (two of which opened in 2019), with three more set to open in 2020 and 2021.

Many Jesuits count the opportunity to serve in one of these innovative schools
as a meaningful part of their formation.

VISIT US ONLINE AT

JESUITSMIDWEST.ORG

If you or someone you know would like to learn
more about a vocation as a Jesuit, please visit
beajesuit.org

The Cost

Novitiate First Studies Theology

$30,000 (1 year) $50,000 (1 year) $60,000 (1 year)

$60,000 (total) $150,000 (total) $180,000 (total)
Regency Tertianship

$5,000 (1 year)

$15,000 (total)
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The total cost of
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Midwest Jesuits
In Formation

Recently Fr. Arturo Sosa, SJ, Superior
General of the Society of Jesus,
outlined four Universal Apostolic
Preferences which will guide the
Society for the next decade. The first of
these Preferences, “Showing the way to
God through the Spiritual Exercises and
discernment,” is at the heart of what
we do in the formation of Jesuits.

This year the Midwest Province is
blessed to have more than 80 Jesuits _
in formation, with 20 of these men in (From left to right):
the novitiate. Each man has opened his — Br. MSaJttféeW ngrlﬁllund. gj
5 3 aa IChael Feaerson, odJ; Lonor sullivan, oJ;
heart to God's call and is ready to serve the Church wherever missioned by the Jonathon Wojkowiak, SJ: and
provincial_ Matthew Zurcher, SJ at their First
Vows Mass, August 10, 2019 at
) o ; St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
Our formation process is rigorous, taking a decade or more to form and educate St. Paul, Minnesota.

men to be well-prepared to serve for the greater glory of God. | am blessed to
serve as the Midwest Jesuits’ provincial assistant for formation, accompanying
Jesuits as they journey through their formation. It is inspiring to watch them
grow as each finds and refines his path.

From the time a man enters the Society as a novice until he completes
formation, the cost for forming him reaches a total of $435,000. | encourage
you to join the Midwest Province Jesuits in praying for our men in formation,
as well as financially supporting our formation program.

| am grateful that with your continued support we will be able to provide these
men with the necessary resources. | thank you for your gifts to, and prayers for,
the Midwest Province. Please know that you remain in our prayers as well.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Timothy R. Lannon, SJ, Provincial Assistant for
Formation




